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A Romance of
The South Seas

PROLOGUE.

In this remarkable romance of
the south seas Jack London has
rivaled the best efforts of Robert
LonisStevenson in the same field.
Interest is aroused af once and
becomes cumulaiive as Sheldon,
the plucky owner of Berandc
plantation, though sick and weak,
dominates 200 head hanfing
Solomon islanders by sheer grit
and fear inspiring weapons; as
Joan Lackland takes and holds
her place beside him while he

sears upon dark souls " the
flaming mastery of the white
man;'’ as this man and woman,

thrown together under most un-

conveniicnal circumstances, work

and fight side by side in their
strange partnership. Their thriil-
savage

advenfures among

ing

people recell the lines:

“We are thase fools who could

not rest
Tathedull earth we left hehind,

Bu'! burn-d with passion for the

4 of
And drank stranze frenzy from
is wind
- 1] ] . » .
The warld where wise men live
al ease
Fades from our unregrelfal

And blind across uncharfed sca.

We stagger on our enlerprise.’

—*"The Shtp of Fools.”'
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The rear was brought up by a black
boy of fourteen or fifteem, who carried
medicine bottles, a pail of hot water
and wvarious other hospital appurte-
papces. They passed out of the com
pound through a small wicker gufe
and went on under the blazing sun,
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doorway. He took a small bottle from
his follower amd sniffed strong am-
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1 ENOCKE SEVEN BELIS OTT OF YOU, TOO

MUCH, QUICK!"

he would be sable to complete the
round But he did know, in large
degree of certainty, that if bhe ever

fainted there in thie midst of the blacks
those who were able would be at bis
throat ilke ravening wolves

Part way down the line a man Was
dying. He gave orders for Lis removal
&8s soon as be had hreathed his last. A
biack stuck his hesd Inside the shed
door, saying

“Four f«

sick too much.™
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Fresh rcases, still able to walk, they
clustered about the spokesman. The

white man singled out the weakest
and put him in the place just vacated
by the corpse. Also he indicsted the
next weakest. telling him to walt for
1 place untll the pext man dled. Then.
ordering one of the well men to take
a squed from the field force and buiid
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white pennant centred with a red disk
It wes the international code signal

of distress

The man ordered the great bell to be

rucg as a siznal for the plantation
hands to cease work and go to their
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horse and made the last round of the
day.
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